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For the next seven years the rector's pretty plot seems to
have worked smoothly; for no one in the village had the
courage to challenge the validity of the deed* But in
1888 the issue was raised in an acute and dramatic form.
An old quarryman, Robert Roberts by name, had died,
expressing with his last breath a desire to be laid to rest
in the new burial ground beside his daughter, who already
lay there, and to have the service performed by his own
minister, a Calvinistic Methodist. The minister had
already left home for London, on his way to a Mediterranean
cruise; but as soon as tidings reached him of Robert
Roberts' death, he hurried back, and persuaded the
mourning family to claim their rights under the Burials
Act, Meanwhile* the rector seems to have been lulled
into false security by his knowledge of the fact that the
minister had gone abroad, for he permitted the grave to be
dug. It was when matters had progressed thus far that he
was served with a notice under the Burials Act, and informed
that the minister would officiate at the graveside* Baffled
and circumvented in this manner, the rector was greatly
incensed, and at once proceeded in person to the church-
yard, accompanied by the sexton, and filled in the newly*
prepared grave* He even went the length of having a
police constable stationed in the churchyard, with the
object of intimidating the relations of the dead man.
Whatever might have happened had the rector behaved
more tactfully and feelingly, this brutal conduce limply
had the effect of making the relations and the minister
more than ever determined to insist upon their legal rights*
Without losing a moment, the minuter borrowed a horse
and rode to Pottmadoc, to take counsel with Lloyd George*
The young lawyer's advice was emphatic: " Go on, and
carry the matter through* I will defend you." This
arranged, the minister returned to Llanfrothen and at once